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Google Scholar and Google Books are a 
good starting point for A Level 

geographers to begin searching for 
academic research
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This guide is intended for A Level 
geography students

At university, you will become more 
familiar with using academic databases 

to search for academic literature
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What is a journal?
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A journal is a scholarly publication typically containing 
articles written by researchers, professors and other 
experts (Routes is also a journal but a bit of an 
exception as it is written by students!)

Journals focus on a specific discipline or field of study. 
Unlike newspapers and magazines, journals are 
intended for an academic or technical audience, not 
general readers.

Journals are published on a regular basis (monthly, 
quarterly, etc.) and are sequentially numbered.

Each copy is an issue; a set of issues makes a volume 
(usually each year is a separate volume). Like 
newspapers and magazines, journals are also called 
periodicals or serials.

Source: 
https://www.uvic.ca/library/research/tips/journal/index.
php 

Some well-known  human geography journals!
Image credit: https://eternalexploration.wordpress.com/2013/09/01/using-geography-journals-a-list-of-places-to-start/ 

https://www.uvic.ca/library/research/tips/journal/index.php
https://www.uvic.ca/library/research/tips/journal/index.php
https://eternalexploration.wordpress.com/2013/09/01/using-geography-journals-a-list-of-places-to-start/


Some journals where physical 
geographers publish their work
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How to find journal articles? Go to  
https://scholar.google.com   

I’ve put the term earthquakes into Google 
Scholar. It’s brought up a list of research 
articles (1.3 million in total!)

I’m going to select the first article because 
I know it’s from a reputable scientific 
journal called Science. It’s also quite new 
research. 

I could read the whole article by clicking 
on the pdf which is often quite useful. 
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https://scholar.google.com


Science is one of the most trusted sources of 
scientific information so I will read this article

Most articles are behind paywalls (when you get 
to university, they will be accessible as your 
university usually pays for these)

You can usually read the abstract of journal 
articles for free. 

You can see this is fairly new research 
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I can sort by year to get the latest research

The top entry is an article from Nature. Nature is 
one of the most well known and trusted sources 
of scientific knowledge. 
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I can read the 
abstract of this 
Nature paper 
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Here’s another 
journal article 
written in the 

journal Nature 
Geoscience 
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When reading an article, you might not 
understand every word and you might 

need to do further research to 
understand specific terms. This is normal 

(sometimes for experts too!)
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Google Books https://books.google.com 

Use the filters to refine your search e.g. by 
date published 

You can usually preview a chapter of a book 
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https://books.google.com


How to summarise the key points to 
reference in your work?

Citation (author, date, title)
Book? Journal article? 

Key summary of points- key quotes 
(including page number)

1.

2.

3.

Draw up a table to help you keep track of your sources e.g. in Word or Excel. You can then plan out when 
to refer to each source in your writing
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How to format sources in your work?
Use the following to help you write references for your work

https://georoutesuk.files.wordpress.com/2020/07/how-to-reference-for-routes.pdf 
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https://georoutesuk.files.wordpress.com/2020/07/how-to-reference-for-routes.pdf


More on why using journal article is an important 
next step for A Level students and how to identify 
academic work 
https://eternalexploration.wordpress.com/2013/09/01/using-geography-journals-a-li
st-of-places-to-start/ 

https://bowvalleycollege.libguides.com/c.php?g=10229&p=52137
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https://eternalexploration.wordpress.com/2013/09/01/using-geography-journals-a-list-of-places-to-start/
https://eternalexploration.wordpress.com/2013/09/01/using-geography-journals-a-list-of-places-to-start/
https://bowvalleycollege.libguides.com/c.php?g=10229&p=52137

